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,»A letter to a European Peer: From independence to Freedom”

Dear friend! I hope you are well and continue your studies successfully. I want to share
with you the experience and thoughts of my country, Georgia, on the road that leads us
from independence to freedom. Georgia is a small but spiritually big country. We
regained our independence from the Soviet Union and since then we have been trying to
build a free ,democratic and legal state., It is a process. Freedom is not only national
independence, but also the personal freedom of a person, the right to express an opinion.
For us, this means equal access to education ,fair elections, the rule of law and pluralism.
We have to deal with many challenges-economic difficulties, political tension, and
sometimes even an insurmountable temptation to return to the old ways. But we still
believe that freedom is not only a right, but also a responsibility ,and each one of
contributes to this path. In your countries, freedom seems to be achieved naturally ,but
for us it is still a goal and a subject of daily work. Getting closer to Europe is a great hope
for us, that one day we will take our place in the common family with dignity. We have
not lost it, but we have never forgotten its price. Our history is complicated, full of wars,
confrontations, the noise of battle, lost occupied territories and promises. In 1991, when
we gained independence, it was as if we breathed a sigh of relief, as is everything had
started anew. But soon we realized that independence is not enough. Closeness to
European values is only politics for us. It is not it is our desire to be a part of a united,
dignified society, where people are poor. Even today, we are moving towards this goal-
sometimes slowly, sometimes quickly, but with the reliable belief that is worth the fight.
Georgia is a country that has been fighting for the protection of its right and identity for



centuries. We have repeatedly lost our state independence, but we have not lost hope. Im
many cases, it turned out to be painful. In the 90s, Georgia had a severe economic crisis,
wars(including in Abkhazia and Samachablo), political instability and internal conflicts
and confrontations. Today, Georgia is on the basis of democratic development. We have a
free media pluralistic society and a desire to integrate into Euro-Atlantic structures.
Young people are increasingly involved in the social process and we believe that us is
education, free thinking and innovative vision that will be the force that strengthens us.
Independence means state sovereignty, and freedom means personal rights and dignity of
a person. A country can be independent , but is democraty,rule of law and human rights
cannot develop in it, then freedom is only formal. Freedom actually started to develop
when civil society and independent Media. In recert years, the involvement of young
people has increased in Georgian, non-profit organizations have strengthened and free
speech has emerged. All this shows that freedom is the merit of active citizens and not
only the result of political decisions. The association agreement with the European
Union, this striving for European integration is the choice of those values, such as the rule
of law, human rights and equality. We have learned that freedom means noy only the
country independence, but the citizens right to live with dignity, express his opinion ,
choose the future and have a voice. For us, Europe is noy only a geographical direction it
is a goal to which we strive for common values .Reason: humanism, tolerance, peace and
freedom .Strengthening democracy and protecting freedom is still a challenge in Georgia.
Political polarization ,pressure on the media and conflicts in society indicate that freedom
remains vulnerable. Freedom is not a goal ,it is a process. It is natural. The new
generation talks more about tolerance, equality, and environmental protection. Speaking
about freedom ,we must remember that Georgia has been under the rule of foreign
countries many times, but our people have never lost their love of freedom. This is the
characteristic of our society today-protection of independence ,dignity and sovereignty.
You and I, as young Europeans from different countries, can think together about how to
make our future is fairer, freer and more humane. Our voice , our solidarity and
education are the most powerful weapons. I hope that one day we will meet in a free and
peaceful United Europe-a space where everyone has their place and dignity. The
Georgian people know that Georgia’s path is to Europe!

/Megi Golandzia/



